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Why RCI Now?

USGBC - LEED v5 has changed the rules!

- No more visual estimates for LEED reporting
- Maximum allowable facility recovery rate is 35% for

non-RCI Certified facility
- RCI Certified facilities with over 50% recovery will

earn 1 point
- RCI Certified facilities with over 75% recovery will

earn 2 points 
Registration for v4 closes June 30, 2026



Recovery Rates Challenges

Differentiate Your Company with a Value-
Add Certification for LEED and Beyond

High Recovery Rate Targets and Facility (mis)Reporting

– Support Sustainability/Zero Waste/Diversion Goals
– Regulators, Contractors, and Generators are aware of 

bogus claims



What is the RCI CORR Protocol?

• Third party C&D facility certification protocol 
created by CDRA

• Developed with broad stakeholder input
• RCI protocols, procedures, and methodologies
• The Goal is Transparency / Confidence



Risk-Based Assessment
• Permits
• Frequency of Scale Calibration
• Training of Facility Personnel
• Maintenance/Operation of Equipment
• Use of Data Management Systems
• QA/QC of Data Collection Process
• Data Calculations
• Markets and Sales of Materials



Process

• Registration
• “Application for Certification”
• Desk Audit
• Trained RCI Evaluators Engaged Early
• Onsite Evaluation = Verification
• Processes, records, and reports of the facility.
• Annual mass balance review      In equals Out



Step 3: Onboarding & Evaluation
•1st onboarding with administrator
•Registration submission
•$2,100 payment made
•Evaluator assigned (Stephen)
•Schedule 2nd onboarding with 
evaluator
•Follow-up contact from evaluator
•1st-month submittal review
•Onsite evaluator visit offered

Path to RCI Certification 

Step 2: Facility Review & Data 
Entry
•Facility receives checklist
•Turns on website for data entry
•Approved — $2100 invoice sent 
with engagement letter
•Declined — Letter sent stating 
reasons for disqualification

Step 1: Initial Inquiry

•Eligibility review

•Account creation on website

•$400 payment made

1 2 3

Note: The first three steps typically take between 2-3 weeks on average, 
depending on how quickly the information is returned to RCI for processing.
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Evaluation Report
• Facility Overview
• Development of Evaluation Plan
• Criteria

1. Regulatory Compliance Test
2. Use of Scales
3. Supporting Data for Rate Calculations
4. Data Transcription and Management
5. Individuals Properly Trained
6. Performance Standard Test

• Evaluation Statement Overview



I’m Certified – What Now?
• Certified facilities continue to submit monthly 

data
• Your facilitator reviews your monthly data 

looking for anomalies
• Any numbers beyond normal range should be 

explained 
• Your facilities pays a monthly fee
• Every two years we conduct an onsite review 

of your program at no cost 



Information

• coo@recyclingcertification.org
• admin@recyclingcertification.org
• https://www.recyclingcertification.org/


